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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS PFOR IS US 

SUBJECT: ALLON CRITICISM OF CONGEN JERUSALEM 

REF: TEL AVIV 1746, JERUSALEM 35 

1 . DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TOOK FOLLOWING QUESTION AT NOON 
BRIEFING MARCH 10. BEGIN TEXT. DOES THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
AGREE WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON'S STATEMENT IN THE 
KNESSET THAT INTERVENTION ON BEHALF OF ARAB PRISONERS BY 
THE U.S. CONSUL GENERAL IN JERUSALEM WAS NOT IN CONFORMITY 
WITH HIS STATUS AND FUNCTION? END TEXT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 054974 

2. DEPARTMENT POSTED FOLLOWING REPLY MORNING OF MARCH 11. 

BEGIN TEXT. THE FACTS OF THE SITUATION ARE AS FOLLOWS: ON 
JANUARY 6 A DELEGATION OF WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS IN THE WEST 
BANK CALLED ON OUR CONSUL GENERAL TO PRESENT A PETITION 
CONCERNING THE CONDITIONS OF WEST BANKERS HELD IN ISRAELI 
PRISONS. OUR CONSUL GENERAL UNDERTOOK TO STUDY THE PETI- 
TION, TO INFORM THE DEPARTMENT IN WASHINGTON, AND TO CON- 
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SULT THE EMBASSY IN TEL AVIV AND THE LOCAL OFFICE OF THE 
ICRC. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, AN ERRONEOUS REPORT IN THE 
ARABIC PRESS THAT THE CONSUL GENERAL HAD PROMISED TO "INTER- 
VENE" ON BEHALF OF THE PRISONERS. END TEXT. 
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